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SC reserves order on firecracker restrictions in Delhi-
NCR, suggests involving Virat Kohli in awareness campaign
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Thursday reserved
its order on the restrictions
on firecrackers in Delhi-NCR
during Diwali, observing that
repeated judicial directions
had failed to ensure compli-
ance and calling for innova-
tive measures to tackle air
pollution. 

A Bench of Justices M.M.
Sundresh and Prasanna B.
Varale said that the issue
required intervention at a
higher level, stating that
orders were issued every year
but violations continued to
outnumber compliance. 

"Every year, we pass
orders on the issue. For us, it
has now become an academic
exercise. Our orders are vio-
lated more often than they
are followed," the Justice
Sundresh-led Bench
observed, stressing the need
to explore new approaches
instead of relying solely on
restrictions. 

During the hearing, the

apex court suggested involv-
ing prominent public figures,
particularly sportspersons, to
raise awareness about the
harmful effects of firecrack-
ers and encourage people to
celebrate Diwali responsibly. 

"Why can't you use the
services of prominent person-
alities to make the public
aware, like the sportsmen, or
the public figures who are
highly respected, from any
walk of life?" the top court
asked. 

Referring to Indian crick-
eter Virat Kohli as an exam-
ple, the Justice Sundresh-led
Bench suggested that cele-
brated personalities could be
requested to appeal to people
to celebrate the festival in a
manner that protects public
health and the environment. 

It also stressed the need to
sensitise children and the
younger generation, suggest-
ing that educational institu-
tions be involved in spreading
awareness about pollution

and its consequences. 
The Supreme Court

observed that a complete ban
on firecrackers might not be

the appropriate course, cau-
tioning that an excessively
harsh approach could have
wider repercussions. 

It reiterated the need for a
balanced approach that
respects the festive spirit
while safeguarding public

health. It further underlined
that enforcement would be
crucial, warning that judicial
directions would become a
"mockery" if the authorities
failed to implement them on
the ground. 

The apex court asked the
Union government to file an
affidavit detailing the steps
taken to enforce the restric-
tions. The matter concerns
the restrictions on the sale
and use of firecrackers in
Delhi-NCR, where the
Supreme Court has repeated-
ly intervened over concerns
about deteriorating air quali-
ty during the festive season. 

Last year, the apex court
had permitted the limited sale
and use of green crackers in
Delhi-NCR on a test basis,
subject to stringent safe-
guards. A Bench of the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) B.R.
Gavai (now retired) and
Justice K. Vinod Chandran
had allowed the sale of
approved green crackers

from October 18 to October
20, 2025, while restricting
their use to specified morn-
ing and evening hours on
the day before Diwali and
on the festival day. 

The apex court had
directed that only licensed

traders sell approved prod-
ucts bearing QR codes and
prohibited online sales of
firecrackers. It had also
ordered monitoring of air,
water and soil quality to
assess the impact of the lim-
ited relaxation. 

Two elephant calves killed after
being hit by train in Andhra
AMARAVATI : Two elephant
calves died after they were hit
by a train in Andhra
Pradesh's Anantapur district
on Thursday. 

The incident occurred
early Thursday morning on
the railway track within the
limits of Kalyam village in D.
Hirehall mandal.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Forests and
Environment, Pawan Kalyan,
expressed grief over the inci-
dent. He gathered informa-
tion from Forest Department
officials about the accident
that took place in the
Rayadurgam beat and section
area under the Kalyandurg
Forest Range.

He directed officials to
implement special measures
to prevent wildlife from
falling prey to accidents on
railway routes passing
through forest areas.

According to a release
from the Deputy Chief
Minister's Office, he stated
that the Forest and Railway
Departments should work
together in coordination to
ensure such accidents do not
recur.

Recalling a previous inci-
dent where a leopard died in
a train accident on the same
route, he instructed that
measures be taken to ensure
loco pilots operating trains on
forest routes strictly follow
the guidelines formulated as
part of wildlife conservation
efforts.

Regarding the recent inci-
dent, he ordered Forest
Department officials to

arrange a coordination meet-
ing with senior officials of the
local railway department and
take necessary actions to pre-
vent accidents.

He directed that discus-
sions be held on measures to
be taken for the safety of
wildlife during train move-
ments in forest areas.

Pawan Kalyan said that
loco pilots should exercise
greater caution while operat-
ing trains passing through
these areas.

He emphasised that trains
should be driven while vigi-
lantly monitoring railway
tracks, especially in areas
where wildlife movement is
prevalent; that train speeds
should be controlled on forest
routes; and that horns should
be sounded regularly without
fail in necessary areas to pre-
vent accidents to wildlife.

He also suggested that the
Railway Department provide
special awareness training to
loco pilots operating trains on
these routes regarding
wildlife movement, their con-
servation, and accident pre-

vention.
He instructed Forest

Department officials to coor-
dinate with local railway
authorities to identify areas
where wildlife crosses rail-
way tracks and focus on safe-
ty measures to be implement-
ed in those areas.

He also directed the PCCF
to bring the issue of prevent-
ing accidents to wildlife on
railway routes to the atten-
tion of the Railway General
Manager concerned.

The Deputy Chief Minister
also reviewed the issue of a
series of elephant deaths due
to electrocution. He ordered
the arrangement of coordina-
tion meetings with relevant
collectors, along with officials
from agriculture, horticul-
ture, electricity, panchayat
raj, rural development, and
other allied departments in
districts where such acci-
dents are occurring frequent-
ly, to discuss prevention
measures.

He clearly stated that per-
manent solutions should be
explored for the problem of

elephant deaths caused by
electric shocks.

He directed senior Forest
Department officials to con-
duct comprehensive investi-
gations into each incident and
implement corrective actions
to prevent recurrence in the
future. Pawan Kalyan noted
that coordination should be
done with the Electricity
Department to ensure power
lines in areas with wildlife
movement are at sufficient
heights, and awareness
should be created among
farmers to avoid setting up
electric fences around crops
in areas with wildlife move-
ment.

Cong gears up for 'mock parlia-
ment', 'impeach CEC' motion in
focus at Opposition huddle
NEW DELHI : Upping the ante against 'arbitrary' decision-
making of Election Commission (EC) and alleged malpractices
in the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise, the Congress-
led Opposition is set to hold 'mock parliament' on Friday,
where it will seek to impeach the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar. According to reports, the INDIA bloc is
set to hold the mock Parliament session at Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge's residence - 10 Rajaji Marg on Friday,
where the Opposition MPs will voice their opinion and subse-
quently cast their vote for the CEC's impeachment, in people's
court. Former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar is expected to
preside over the 'mock parliament', while the Opposition bloc
MPs will present the case for CEC's impeachment. Kharge,
speaking to press on Thursday, also backed the idea of mock
Parliament, underscoring the fact that in a democracy, a move-
ment is essential to awaken the people and this is why
Congress was bent on 'exposing the government-EC collusion'.
The move may be symbolic but the Opposition is of firm opin-
ion that it reflects the deep public sentiment and disdain that
the latter has developed for the EC for widespread electoral
irregularities. Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) MP
John Brittas said that the 'mock parliament' is a reflection of
the aspirations and demands of the people and not a publicity
stunt, as the Left Parliamentarian went a step ahead to explain
in detail how the INDIA bloc intends to impeach the incumbent
CEC in the public court, claiming that the Opposition's voice
has repeatedly been ignored and crushed by the ruling dispen-
sation. "This will reflect the aspirations of the people. We will
have a proper impeachment process, with a presiding officer.
Former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar will be presiding
over the mock Parliament. Representatives of various parties
will present their views," Brittas told the scribes. Elaborating
further, the CPI-M MP said, "The Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha (Mallikarjun Kharge) will move the resolution.


